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Annual Report 2021 & 2022 

Shorebird Stakeholder Meeting 28/6/23  Broken Head NR

Below is a summary from two years of data of nesting activity for 2021 and 2022 for Belongil 
and Brunswick Estuaries from BBB on-line Spreadsheet. Many thanks go to BBB member 
Reid Waters for the constant surveillance of both the Belongil and Brunswick nesting birds 
during the years and especially during the breeding months, and for keeping the spreadsheet 
up to date.

Belongil Estuary supports the nest site of two Pied Oystercatchers, a pair of Beach Stone-
curlews and probably 2 pair of Red-capped Plovers. One pair of Pied Oystercatchers nests 
at the mouth of the estuary and the second pair nest on a small island about 400m from the 
mouth of the Estuary. In 2022, this pair nested on the beach-side dune, and then a day later, 
moved the three chicks across the creek onto the island. Obviously day old Pied Oystercatcher 
chicks can swim!  In 2022 a third pair of Pied Oystercatchers set up a nest site near to the 
sandbags in front of the Elements Resort.

Despite the Belongil Estuary being included in a no-dog zone and a sanctuary zone of the 
Cape Byron Marine Park conditions are not ideal.  Dogs are constantly being bought into the 
estuary both from Manfred Street end and the car park at the end of Bayshore Drive. Dogs 
are pushing birds off nests and on at least one occasion probably taken the eggs. Birds are 
also constantly disturbed from their nest, by human activity such as beach-walkers, joggers, 
photographers, people fishing, kayakers, large beach parties with loud music, and families 
picnicking. Birds are ingesting plastic as indicated by remnants of a blue balloon on the beak 
of a chick in November 2022.

There are also natural threats from the environment such as brown snakes, goannas, crows 
and silver gulls. Many skirmishes, both aerial and on the beach, were witnessed between pairs 
of Pied Oystercatchers and Beach Stone-curlews. These skirmishes are probably fights over 
territory. Most shorebird chicks need to fend for themselves right from the time they hatch or 
a few days after. So, the parents not only protect the nest site but also the feeding area; – at 

Beach Stone-curlew chick release

Red-capped Plover Pied Oystercatcher chick



Beach-nesting Bird Report 2021-2022   Pg. 3  

Belongil that seems to be at least 200m between nests. The beach probably does not provide 
enough food for raising a chick which is probably why they favour the estuary. Due to tides 
and fluctuating creek levels, nesting, roosting and feeding spaces are limited.

Nest sites and unfledged chicks are always under treat from inundation by naturally occurring 
high tides and by big waves, swells and erosion from ex- cyclones and east coast lows. When 
ex-cyclone Seth came through in early January 2022 there were concerns for the unfledged 
chick, but fortunately it survived.

A fox was observed on the beach in daylight in October 2021 confronting the 2 adult POC. 
The chick was gone a couple of days later. 

There is a permanent/temporary fence at Belongil to protect the nest sites and this fence 
is realigned when necessary. If nests are located outside the fenced area and if practical 
a temporary fence is placed around the nest. Both educational and advisory signs are 
everywhere.  Signs and fences are renewed and/or replaced as necessary. National Parks and 
Marine Parks staff with the assistance of BBB raise nest when necessary especially if large 
tides or storms are predicted.  Staff from Elements Resort also assists with protection of nest 
sites and signage.

 
•	Two POC chicks fledge from 2 nests and 5 eggs.
•	One Beach Stone-curlew chick fledged from 2 nests and 1 egg.  About six weeks after 

hatching the chick was found to have a tick and was taken to the vet and fortunately 
recovered after the tick was removed and anti-tick serum was given. It was banded I3 a few 
weeks later and was last seen residing on Tallow Beach (16/4/23). Tania Romero and Reid 
Waters had an article published in the Australian birdlife magazine about the event. 

•	Three (maybe) Red-capped Plover chick thought to have fledged. 5 nests observed. One nest 
destroyed by ex-cyclone Seth. 

 

•	Three Pied Oystercatchers chicks fledged from 3 nests and 7 eggs
•	No fledglings of Beach Stone-curlew from three nest attempts and 3 eggs 
•	One (maybe) Red-capped Plovers fledged – 4 nest attempts

2021

2022

Bird tagging at Belongil Estuary 11/2/22
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Brunswick Heads NR Estuary supports the nest sites of four pairs of Pied 
Oystercatchers and one pair of Beach Stone-curlews. 

The pair of Beach Stone-curlew has nested on the east side of Marshalls Creek since 2013 
when National Parks fenced off the nest site. The pair has resided inside the fenced enclosure 
for the past 10 years. Over the years, three nest mounds have been built up by National Parks 
to prevent inundation by high tides, but the nest will still get inundated with tides over 1.9m A 
third bird (origin unexplained) arrived in the enclosure in 27/12/20 and is still present 5/6/23. 

The Pied Oystercatchers nest on Flea Island (west side of bridge) opposite Ferry Reserve 
Holiday Park. The nest was raised to prevent inundation in July 2021. Another pair nests in 
the centre on the northern side of Reading Island in an 
old camp site, and on several occasions the nest site 
has been moved further east. A third pair nests on the 
rocks at the east end of Reading Island. These three 
nests have been utilised since we started collecting data 
in 2007. On occasions a fourth pair nests in the Beach 
stone-curlew enclosure or on rocks on the north break-
wall.  

Pied Oystercatchers are frequently observed feeding 
on Tyagarah, New Bright/South Golden Beach and 
further north to the Wooyung Beach. Also birds feed 
along Simpson Creek, Marshalls Creek and along the 
Brunswick River edges at low tide. Nesting activity 
has not been observed in any of these places except for 
one report by NP staff of a nest on Tyagarah Beach, 
November 2016.  

Again, despite these nesting sites being part of 
Brunswick Heads NR and a no-dog zone, dogs are still 
being brought into the Park.  People still access the 
isolated nesting sites from boats, kayaks and stand-up 
paddle boards and so disturb nesting birds. Some of 
this watercraft also carries dogs.  People also ignore 
signs on the fenced off enclosure and there has been 
evidence of parties, fishing and yabbying activity. 
Eggs can be taken by Silver Gulls and Carpet snakes 
and these species have been observed in the vicinity 
of nests, with the eggs gone. As with Belongil, there 
are skirmishes between pairs of Pied Oystercatchers 
presumably looking for and protecting nest sites.

Beach Stone-curlew nesting mound

Pied Oystercatcher nesting

Beach Stone-curlew with chick
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•	2 x POC chicks fledge from 7 nest attempts – total no of eggs unknown but at least 7 eggs
•	0 x Beach Stone-curlew fledged - seen mating but no nesting attempt. – Nest raised but 

inundated in February 2022  

2021

2022

•	1 x Pied Oystercatcher chick fledged from 6 nest attempts and at least 8 eggs
•	0 x Beach Stone-curlew fledged.  2 x nest and 1 egg. Egg taken by fox.

Tallow Beach & Broken Head

Sooty Oystercatchers – 3 pairs have been observed on Cocked Hat Rocks

Table summarised from on-line spreadsheet

Belongil Beach & Estuary

POC 1 – Belongil Estuary – Beach front -28.626744, 153.591710
Incidences as reported on on-line SS

2021    
26/8/21    Nested  x 3 eggs 

Continues to be disturbed by dogs – mainly 
from Manfred St

21/9/21 Hatched Continues to be disturbed beachgoers – 
pushing birds off the nest

2 & 4/11/21  2x Fledged – Not tagged
Attacks by other POC’s - both beach and 
aerial territorial skirmish. – An indication of 
limited nesting spaces??? 

29/11/21 J7 reported on beach & driven off by other 
POC

30/7/22 – last recorded sighting – 2 adults and 2 Immature

2022
25/8/22    Nested x 2 eggs

28/8/- 2 dogs from Manfred St chased the 
two POCS away from nesting dune. Total of 
3 dogs from Manfred St + 2 sets fresh tracks

 24/9/22   Hatched x 2 chicks - Fate of 2nd chick that was not recorded after 
10/10 was unknown

 04/11/22  Fledged  x I chick In January immature offspring's lower bill 
with blue balloon remnant, but gone next day

3/1/23  Last Recorded sighting  of 2 adults and 1 x immature 
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POC 2 – Belongil Estuary – on island -28.628825, 153.593030
Incidences as Reported on SS

 2021
 31/8/21 Nested x 3 eggs Crows threatening nests 

4/10/21 Hatched x 3 chicks Two chicks disappeared within two days of 
hatching – cause unknown 

No chicks fledge 

Chick OK for 10 days after hatch.On17/10/21 
a fox was observed on the beach confronting 
the 2 adult POC. Chick last observed 
19/10 assumed dead - - two adult birds last 
observed 17/11/21 on beach.

30/7/22  Last Recorded Sighting two adults at Nest site

2022
5/9/22 Nested - ? 4 eggs

Nested on Front dune. Signs and fencing by 
Marine Park staff. High disturbance area

2/10/22 Hatched 3 chicks
5/10/22 – only 2 chicks observed

Brown snake near nest on one occasion. 
Moved three chicks to island day after 
hatched. Chicks needed to swim creek

16/11/22 - 16/11/22 2 chicks and 2 adults observed on front beach and no further sightings. 
Assumed fledged

Belongil POC Pair 3 (3-B) - New Pair - 
2022

Set up nest on beach side in front of Elements
-28.626151, 153.590182

2022
Multiple disturbances by beach-walkers. 
Dogs from car park. Person photographing 
eggs

29/9/22 – nested  1 egg
Alistair (from Elements) put up 3 x advisory 
signs 24/12/22 egg remained in situ till 
inundation be high tide

14/10/22 – nest abandoned 1 x occassion brown snake near nest

Beach Stone-curlew (BSC)   Estuary site -28.627244, 153.591223 
Incidences Reported on SS

2021 - 20/7/21 - 3 x BSC adults at Belongil. Speculate that birds moved to Clarks Beach 
then to Tallow Beach. Only 2 birds were recorded at Belongil from that date. 
31/8/21 – Appeared to be nest building near 1st raised nest. 2nd nest raised mound by 
Marine Parks i.e. 2 mounds now on island 
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2 x nests - first nest abandoned
7/10/21 & 10/11/21 -   Nested  - 1 egg
12/12/21 – Hatched

•	5/10/21 Change of nest site from island 
onto the spit and inside the fence - 1st egg 
abandoned 

•	12/11/21 signs repositioned 
•	Chick was doing well but found ill 23/1/22
•	4/1/22 Concerned for unfledged chick from 

ex-cyclone Seth - big waves & swells and 
erosion - chick survived.

23/1/22 – Found weak & looking very ill 
•	Taken to vet by Tania and tick removed. 

Story written up in Birdlife Magazine June 
22 (Tania & Reid) 

•	Threats especially on island include large 
goanna, multiple beach walkers, people 
fishing, loud music, kayakers and paddle 
boarders.

•	Threats on spit included fashion 
photography shoot, dogs, beachgoers, 
camping, partying about 20 people, joggers 
and family groups.

11/2/22 – Banded by Greg Clancy I3

19/2/22 – Approx Fledge date

2/8/22 Last Recorded Sighting with 3 x adults and I3 at creek mouth.

2022 – Note – 4 x Beach Stone-curlews present at Belongil 13/8/22 – 10/9/22 – 
Including I3 and A2 (A2 was banded in Evans Head)

•	3 nesting attempts during the season 17/9/22 – Nest Raised 

4/10/22 – 1st Nest 6/11/22 – anticipated 
hatch date but egg gone & no chick sighted

Beside human disturbance - there are 
skirmishes between the POC and BSC for 
territory

25/11/22 - 2nd nest – 14/12/22 egg gone Dog tracks inside fence 

6/12/23 – fence realigned Many disturbances from beach walkers, 
sunbathers and fisherman during the 3 nesting 
attempts, meaning birds are constantly on and 
off nest. 

5/1/23  3rd Nest 
1/2/23  nest flooded & egg gone

Red-capped Plovers Incidences as reported on SS

 2021
 26/7/21-  Nested – 2eggs

3 x nest attempts - 2 successful hatchings and 
third nest destroyed by ex cyclone Seth 
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29/8/21 - Hatched – 1 chick & assumed 
fledged. A corflute was placed over eggs of 2nd nest 

by unknown but ‘well meaning’ person 
preventing the 360* vision. Removed by 
BBB

 17/10/21 – Nested – nest abandoned 

7/12/21 – nested 2ggs - 
2/1/22 – Hatched but outcome unknown  

2022 4 x nest attempts - only one runner 
(2nd nest) observed from the 4 nests. Fourth 
nest survived inundation but nest destroyed 
and egg gone by tidal inundation 1/2/23

Beach goers and dogs a continuing issue.

Masked Lapwings  - 2021 & 2022 no recorded nesting

Roosting and Feeding Birds 2021 & 2022

Terns

2021 Little Terns – first record for season 
30/9/21 Highest No = 170  9/2/22

Common Terns  first record was 13/10/21 Highest No =  80  5/2/22
Crested Tern –  always present Highest No = 320 29/9/21
White-winged Black Tern   5/2/22 A single bird 
2022 Little Terns x 99 with 37 in breeding 
colours      Highest No = 99  24/10/22
Crested Terns x 450 Highest No = 450 (23/4/23
Common Terns x 6 Highest No = 6  22/10/22

White-winged Black Tern x 5 Highest No = 5  24/10/22

Shorebirds

2021 Curlew Sandpiper-1, Double-banded Plover-4, Bar-tailed Godwits-20, pacific Golden 
Plovers10, Eastern Curlew-1, Whimrel-1.

2022 Curlew Sandpiper-1, Double-banded Plover -2, Bar-tailed Godwits - 3

Other Birds of Note  - Osprey 2 – nested and 2/10/21 1 x chick was observed
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Brunswick River Areas

POC 3 – Ferry Reserve Flea Island Incidences Reported on SS

2021  18/8/21-  Nested – 2eggs 7/7/21 – nest raise 

17/9/21 - Hatched – 2 x Incidences of disturbance include: Kids 
playing on island with kayaks, people on 
island in general, ski rider too close and other 
birds.

30/10/21 Fledged – 2 chicks 

2022 15/8/22 – nest – 2 eggs Disturbances by people on island as well as 
boats and kayaks. 
28/10/22 – 2 adults and 1 juvenile – assumed 
fledged

15/9/22 – Hatched – 1x chick & other egg 
remained unhatched 

POC 4 - Middle Reading Island D7 - nest 
site moved East & closer to Pair 5. Also known as D7 pair

2021  two nesting attempts
 Nest date unknown 

Python found at nest site and no further 
nesting attempts were observed for the 
season.

23/10/21 – 1 x egg found abandoned 

Last reported sighting was pair feeding on 
the mudflats in November

2022 – one nest
22/11/22 – on nest 9/12/22 - no eggs & nest abandoned 

POC 5  -East End of Reading Island On 
Wall

2021 - two nesting attempts
22/8/21- 1st nest. Found empty(no eggs) on 
15/9/21 Nesting birds were unflagged. Found x 1m 

length fishing line at nest. Many family 
groups boats skis, paddleboards, fishing etc in 
this area during Covid.

7/10/21 2nd nest & 3 days later eggs gone 

Note a week later the pair with flag R1 was 
found at the site.

2022 – two nesting attempts
29/8/22 – 1st nest  - 13/9/22 nest gone
12/10/22  2nd nest – 2 eggs  15/11/22 

Nest cool and wet location. Note both nests 
had shell remnants but no chick 
Note on 15/10/22 11 POCs on the north wall 
and skirmishes occurring
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POC 6   - BSC Enclosure –   also known as R1 pair

2021 - 2 x nesting attempts.
22/8/21 – Nested x 2eggs. Nest abandoned 
& 1 x egg broken 17/9/21 

Numerous human disturbances during nesting 
period – despite signs and fencing.

10/10/21 2nd Nest. Eggs were gone 4/11/21 
-  no chick

29/10/21 Nest was raised by NP, Marine 
parks in anticipation of early November flood 
tides.

2022  - 2 x nesting attempts 
1st nest  29/8/22 - 13/9/22 - nest abandoned 
– 
2nd nest 12/10/22 2 x eggs 
16/10/22 – Adults gone and nest abandoned

16/10/22 No chick sighted. (If any) one 
empty rotten egg. Gulls present cleaning up 
egg yolk & python 5m from nest

Beach Stone-curlew -28.540207 153.555032

2021 - Mating activity seen on several occasions - but no nesting activity observed. Nest 
mound 2 elevated 29/10/21.  28/2/22 nest site under water –a 1.93m tide. Note 3 BSC since 
27/12/20. 

2022 – Two nesting  attempts
28/9/22 –1st nest no eggs laid 

•	9/8/22 - nest rose. 
•	7/9/22- 4th unflagged BSC at Brunswick 

wall. 

31/1/24 – 2nd nest 1 x egg 
16/2/23 – Egg taken by fox

•	5/2/23 NPs install camera. 
•	17/4/23 Bush Stone-curlew in enclosed area 

for a week.
•	23/6/23 - three BSC remain inside fenced 

area. Disturbances include canoeist with 
dog, kid’s footprints inside fenced area, and 
fishermen inside fenced area. 

Non-nesting POC & Beach St one-curlew were seen along Byron coastline at 
Tyagarah Beach, New Brighton Beach, Simpson Creek, Marshall Creek, Wooyung Beach 
and Brunswick North wall. Also both species observed Suffolk Park at Tallow Creek and 
Taylor Lake outlets.

Other Shorebirds Observed in the Brunskick River Estuary 

2021 include Grey-tailed Tattler, Pacific Golden Plover, Whimbrel, Eastern Curlew, Bar-
tailed Godwit and Black-winged Stilt.

2022  include Grey-tailed Tattler, Sooty Oystercatcher, Bush Stone-curlew
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Total Fledged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2021 - Pied Oystercatchers = 2, 
BSC = 1,(Flagged I3) Red-capped Plovers -3 but uncertain 

Total Fledged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2022 - Pied Oystercatchers = 3, BSC = 0,  
Red-capped Plovers - 2 maybe

Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2021 - Pied Oystercatcher = 2, 
Beach Stone-curlew = 0

Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2022 - Pied Oystercatcher = 1   
Beach Stone-curlew = 0

White-winged Black, Common, Crested Terns

Bush Stone-curlew

Pied Oystercatchers, Billinudgel NR 
25/11/22
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