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Each beach-nesting breeding season commences with a joint meeting with government
agencies and stakeholders involved with managing our three beach-nesting bird sites in the
Byron Shire area. This ensures we are all on the same page and management objectives are
being met, well as best as we can, within the resources that is available to us.

The sites include the estuaries of Brunswick River, Belongil Creek and Tallow Creek.
Nesting has been occurring successfully in both the Brunswick River and Belongil Creek
estuaries for many years. Because of the presence of Pied Oystercatchers and Beach Stone-
curlews the group has only recently been monitoring Tallow Creek a very popular
recreational beach within the Arakwal NP.

Following the meeting we check and renew any signs at the three sites and hold a work bee
at the Belongil Estuary to renew and realign the fence if necessary and remove rubbish
from within the nesting area. The nest sites in the Brunswick Estuary are unfenced and
rather isolated and naturally protected by the river, so the birds are as safe as they can be,
except for boating activity.

The Results

The one pair of Pied Oystercatchers have successfully nested since at the mouth of the
Belongil creek since 2004 at least with varying degrees of success, but one of the pair lost
its leg to fishing line in 2017 and was quickly replaced by another more ‘abled’ bird. We
still call them the Belongil Beach pair. They are also the first of the five pair of POC’s that
we monitor to make a nest, sometimes as early as June but this year they were very late,
laying their eggs on the 10™ October. A month later 2 chicks hatched but only one fledged.
The fate of the other chick is unknown but dogs are a constant issue in this no-dog area of
the Cape Byron Marine Park.

The second pair usually nests, on a small island further in from the mouth of the creek,
which is often inundated at high-tide but this year they decided to try the beachside of the
sandy spit and laid their two eggs at beginning of September. Fortunately, with the help of
BBB, the Marine Park staff quickly erected a temporary fence and increased beach patrols
and issued a number of fines to dog-owners. Two chicks hatched, but the parents moved
them across the dunes and creek to their island but one chick was lost on the way. The
reason could have been any one of natural or unnatural causes including disturbances by
beach-goers, unleashed dogs, paraglider, Brahminy Kite, Silver Gulls or could have
drowned.

In 2018 a pair of Beach Stone-curlews set up a nest site at the creek mouth and successfully
raised a chick which was tagged E9. E9 was still with the parents when they again nested in
October 2019 — same day as the first pair of POC’s. Many attempts by the parents to be rid
of the ‘kid’ was observed before October, but it was not going anywhere, but it eventually
flew off when the eggs were laid.

Red-capped Plovers also nest in the sandy spit or beach at the Belongil Estuary. We rarely
see more then 4 adults and this season we believe 5 nests were created but only 2 chicks
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were observed and only for a day. Unless we can maintain a daily presence, it is difficult to
determine what exactly happens to the eggs or chicks.

In the Brunswick River Estuary, about 10k north of the Belongil Estuary, the breeding season can
sometimes be hazardous for the three breeding pairs of Pied Oystercatchers and a pair of Beach
Stone-curlews. Basically, it was an uneventful year, all nested, each pair laying two eggs, by the
first week in September.

Two pair of Pied Oystercatchers hatched and fledges two chicks each, however the eggs of the third
pair were gone two weeks after laying. They did not attempt to re-nest.

The pair of Beach Stone-curlews which that has nested for the past ten years again successfully
fledged a chick. Its nesting site, on NPWS land, is protected by a substantial fence, good signage
and sea buoys which in large is mostly respected.

The life of a beach-nesting bird’s chick is very precarious and we think successfully fledging 6 Pied

Opystercatcher chicks and 2 Beach Stone-curlew chicks in this small part of the NSW coast are
pretty good.
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