
Running Records -BBB- Annual Breeding Activity Records Of Threatened and Vulnerable Shorebird Species Byron Shire  updated 15/2/22

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tUst5NQ3CPmeUsQqZ0miS2oNtroH--lkmSS2QcvagOI/edit#gid=2079342533

Year Species Site Nest Activity
Date Eggs 

Laid 
No. of Eggs 

Date Eggs 
Hatched 

No. 
hatched 

Progress
No 

Fledg
ed 

Flag No Comments

 POC - pair 1

2005 2005 ? 18/08/2005 2 2  last observed 28/10/05 –assumed both fledged

2006 2006 15-Jun ? 2 21/08/2006 1 1 A2 last observed 10/11/06

2007 2007 ? 28-Jun 2 ? 1 1 E1 Banded E1 – 21/11/07 last observed  27/12/07

2008 2008 -1st nest 1st nest ? 29-Jul 2 0
Nest abandoned  - due to people disturbance of nest 
area 

2008 2008 - 2nd nest 2nd nest ? 28-Aug 2 0 Fate of chicks unknown

2009 2009-1st nest 1st nest ? 5/09/2009- abandoned 0
August nesting  abandoned 5/9/09 most likely due to 
high tide

2009 2009 - 2nd nest 2nd nest ? 27-Sep 18-Oct 2
only  1 

survived
1 L6

18/10/09 - 2pairs of POC hatched 2 chicks each - 21/10/09 
only 1 chick survived to the estuary nesting pair. 17/11/09 
banded L6 Last record with parents 28/2/10

2010 2010-1st nest 1st nest 18/10/10 - Abandoned nest possibly due to goanna - or goanna took eggs

2010 2010 - 2nd nest 2nd nest ? 16/10/10 on nest 23/11/10 - Birds off nest - no further attemts to nest

2011 2011-1st nest 1st nest 
5/9 & 17/9 
not on nest

28-Sep 2
nest 

abandoned
0 0 reason unknown

2011 2011 - 2nd nest 2nd nest 21-Oct
nest 

abandoned
0 0

21/10- Heather reported the pair have made a beach 
scrape 23/10. Reported the POC had abadoned the nest 
site.  23/1/12 - No further nesting attempts were made by 
this pair. 

2012 2012 18-Aug
28/09- nest 

abandon 
?

23/10/2012 - 
nest not 
observed

2 2 R1

During Aug.& Sept reports of birds being on & off nest at 
different sites in the closure - uncertain if eggs were laid. 
18/08/12 - on nest in enclosure,  23/9 only one adult and no 
nesting adult observed. 28/09- nest abandon unknown reason -  
On survey 23/10/12 - 2 adults & two chicks about 2 wks old 
observed on west side of creek assumed to have nested 
somewhere on west side of creek on or below the eroding dune. 
Survey a month earlier 23/9/12 only one adult observed -other 
probably on the undetected nest

Belongil Estuary

-28.626744, 153.591710

12/10/08 x 1 chick 
only

Belongil Estuary



2013 2013 28-Jul 2-Aug 2 eggs 1-Sep 2 1 x dead 1
3/9/13 - only 1 x chick observed - fate of the other chick 
unknown

2014 2014 ? 2-Aug 2 eggs 
? 5th Sep first 

seen
2 2 S2

18/10/14 - larger chick fledged at last observed 20/11/14.      
21/10/14 smaller chick banded - flag No S2- still with 
parents 9/12/14

2015 2015 9-Aug 2 5/09/2015 2 2 Fledged 29/10/15 - Not banded

2016 2016 1st nest 2-Aug 2 3/09/2016 2 2
Fledged 14/10/15 - Not banded - signs and fence in place -  
Note Belongil nests frequently monitored - eg 32 
recordeed visits between nest and fledged dates 

2017 2017 1st nest
30/8/17 
mating 

2-Sep 2 5/10/2017 0

eggs 
hatched 

but chicks 
not sighted 

0

20/9/17 - one adult had fishing line around L & R leg but 
still mobile and feeding - attempts to capture bird by 
Seabird Rescue over the next 12 days  failed and L leg self-
amutated on 2/10. 4/10/17 - Visited by a second pair of 
POC's - one with a R leg amputation.. On the 5/10/17 eggs 
gone- no chicks and evidence of dog tracks adjacent to nest 

1st nest 27-Aug 2
6/9/ eggs 

gone
0

2nd nest 26-Sep 2 0

2019 2019 1st nest 10-Oct 2 10-Nov 2 1
Uncertain as to what happened to one chick    Dogs still 
being recorded frequently in estuary 

2020 2020/21 1st nest 1-3/9/20 2 2/10/2020
2 x 

fledged
2 still present at site 13/12/20 & seen upuntil 19/1/21 

2021 2021/22 1st nest 26-Aug 3 21/09/2021 2 2
both chick as sub-adults - last recorded - 30/7/22 - dogs 

and people disturbances increasing at Belongil- 

2022 2022/2023 1st nest 25-Aug 2 24/09/2022 2
1xchick not 
sighted 
after 10/10

1

Fate of chick unknown. Dogs and people continue to 
disturb. Most dogs recorded being from Manfred St. In 
January immature bird observed wirh balloon plastic 
hanging from beak.. RCP chases adult birds and dead 
echinda found.  

POC - pair 2

2006

2007 ? ? ? ? 2 _ 2

2008 ? ? 2 10/10/2008 2 ? 0 Fate of chicks unknown 

2009 ? ? ? ? ? _ ? No observed nesting activity in 2009

2010 1st nest ? 1/09/2010 2 _ _ 15/09/2010 - nest abandoned 

2010 2nd nest  
13/10/10 on 

nest
? ?

20/20/10 - 
nest 

_ unusually nested on beach side of estuary- 

frequently dogs present in estuary - unknown cause of egg 
loss

10/10 Eggs disappeared

Belongil Estuary

2018 2018

-28.628825, 153.593030

Pair arrived in Estuary in October 2006



2011 No Nesting observed 

2012 No Nesting observed 

2013 2013 - 1st nest 1st nest 18-Aug ? inundation 0

Between the 18/8/13 and 15/10/13 the pair made three attempts 
to nest. The first and third nests were on the island and both 
nests were inundated by tides - the 2nd nesting was on the 
mainland and birds sat on nest for nearly 28 days and then the 
nest was abandoned. By evidence of footprints the cause was 
possibly disturbance by people with dogs and eggs were possibly 
taken by the dogs or crows. Crows are attracted to the area 
because of rubbish left by illegal camps

2013 2013 - 2nd nest 2nd nest  9-Sep 2
4/10 - nest 
abandoned 

0

29/9 - bird on nest - 4/10 - nest found abandoned - by 
evidence in sand - people and dogs close to nest - eggs 
highly likely to have been taken by crows following the 
disturbance - Nest new site on elevated sand dune on 

2013 2013 - 3rd nest 3rd nest 15-Oct 1 inundation 0 Estuary Mouth closed and island nest site inundated 

2014 2014 - 1st nest 1st nest 10-Sep ?
18/09/14 

nest 
0 Nested on mainland/spit

2014 2014 - 2nd nest 2nd nest 29-Sep 2 29-Oct 2 2 Both chicks with parents 9/12/14

2015 2015 -1st nest 1st nest 30-Aug 2 28-Sep 2 0
Chicks not observed after 10th October - Creek mouth 
closed & island flooded at this time

2015 2015 -2nd nest 2nd nest 10-Nov 2 inundation 0 28/11/15 - nest site inundated by high tide

2016 2016 1st nest ? 24-Aug 2 22-Sep 2 2 Fledged 1/11/16 - signs in place on island 

2017 2017 1st nest 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Birds present - all breeding season but no nesting - 
one Bird flagged P9 and the pair also seen on Tallow 
Beach 

2018
2018 - 1st 
nest 

8-Sep 2 1/10/2018 2 fledged 2
1/1/19 - last report of the 2 chicks with parents - 
15/1/19 - fledged - report of adults & chicks on Tallow 
beach

2019 2019

1st nest 

4-Sep 2 3-Oct 2
1xchic 
gone

1

Nested on beach - area temporary fenced & increased 
patrols by Marine Parks - chicks were moved by 
parents into dunes & then to Island - 1 x chick lost on 
the way. Disturbed by dogs, paraglider & brahminy 
Kite

2020 2020/21 1st nest 15-Aug ?

2020 2020/21 2nd nest
28-Sep ?

0
Note - 2 nesting attempts and both times the adult 
birds were observed on the nest for 28 days. The fate 
of the eggs or the chicks, if they hatched are unknown.

0

Belongil Island or Beach Front



2021 2021/22 1st nest 31-Aug 3 4-Oct 3

2days 
after 
hatch only 
1 chick - 
assumed  

0 0

2 x chicks disappeared two days afthatching - cause 
unknown. The last chick OK for 10 days on 1710/21 a 
fox observed on the beach chick last observed 19/10 
assumed dead. Last record of sighting of adults  

2022 2022/23 1st nest 5-Sep ?4 2-Oct 3

5/10/22 – 
only 2 
chicks 
observed

2
not 

flagged

Nested on Front dune. Signs and fencing by Marine Pk 
staff. High disturbance area.Brown snake near nest on 
one occasion. Moved three chicks to island day after 
hatched. Chicks needed to swim creek

POC - pair belongil 3

2022 2022/23

Belongil Beach

1st nest 29-Sep 1

Multiple disturbances by beach-walkers. Dogs from 
car park. Person photographing eggs.Alistair (from 
Elements) put up 3 x advisory signs. Egg remained in 
situ till inundation be high tide.1xoccassion brown 
snake near nest.

2013 2013

2014 2014

2015 2015

2016 2016

2017
1 &  sometimes 2 and on 2 occassions 3 birds 
observed Aug-Nov on one occasion 

2018 2018 1 16/12/2018 1 fledged 1 E9 Not witnessed but survived inundation by ex-cyclone 
Oma Feb 23/24th -2019

2019 2019 1st nest 10-Oct 1 11-Nov 1
active? 
Fledged  

1 last observed 4/10/20 

2020 2020/21 1 nest ? 4-Oct 1 1 0
12/11/21 - chick seen approx 10 days old - last seen 
8/12/20 - 18/12/20 Reid establishes no chick on island

Beach Stone Curlew

BSC continue to visit site periodically - usually a single bird - on two occasions 9/9, 3/10, 30/11 - 2 birds present. One bird on 30/11 -leg flag A4.   
No nesting activity observed but as site suitable it is a future possibility

From about October 2016 - 2 x unflagged BSC consistently seen in the Estuary - and on ocassions a third bird has been observed - flagged bird C9 
and an unflagged bird

None observed since Sept 2014

May - Dec 2015 Regular sightings of since May  BSC with band C5 has regularly been observed since May, sometimes accompanied by an 
unflagged BSC. Other records of two unflagged BSC being seen together and on 28/11/15 BSC with flag A2 observed.  No nesting

4/12/18 - became aware of nest

2022 new pair  set up nest on beach side in front of Elements

14/10/22 – nest 
abandoned

Belongil Beach &
 Estuary



2020 2020/21 2nd nest 16-Jan 1 16-Feb 1 1 I2

29/1/21 - nest raised due to a high tide - chick survived 
several spring tides 8/4/21 - banded by Greg Clancy - 
fledged after 103 days but not seen since 29/5/21 - fate 
uncertain. Large carpet snake a possibility.

2021 2021/22 1 nest ? 7-Oct 0

2021 2021/22 2nd nest 10-Nov 12-Dec 1 tick 23/1/22 1
i3 - 

11/2/22

1st nest 4-Oct
17/9/22 – Nest Raised . Nest in high disturbance area, so 
many disturbances from beach walkers, sunbathers and 
fisherman during the 3 nesting attempts, meaning birds 

2nd nest 25-Nov
Beside human disturbance - there are skirmishes 
between the POC and BSC for territory

3rd nest 1-Feb
 Note – 4 x Beach Stone-curlews present at Belongil 
13/8/22 – 10/9/22 – Including I3 and A2 (A2 was 
banded in Evans Head)

2013 2013

Bel
ongi

l 
Bea

First record 
of LT - 

2014 2014
First record 
of LT for 

2015 2015 First record 
2016 2016
2017 2017 1-5 Little Terns observed this season
2018 2018 26/9/18 - 

2019 2019

2020 2020/21
2021 2021/22 Little Tern-
2022 2022/23 Little Terns x 99 with 37 in breeding colours,Crested Terns x 450, Common Terns x 6, White-winged Black Tern x 5 

Red-capped Plovers 

18/10/19 - 1st Little Tern for season - and few numbers observed till January 2020 when 6-40 birds seen from 12/1/20 - 25/1/20 with 2-8 birds in 
breeding plumage

egg abandoned * Change of nest site  from island - onto the spit and inside 
the fence - 1st egg abandoned and chick from 2nd nest was 
doing well but found ill 23/1/22 and tick removed by vet. 
Last observed 2/8/22 - 4/1/22 Ex cyclone Seth - big waves 
& swells and erosion. Banded by Greg Clancy 11/2/22 I3

TERNS

2022 2022/23

6/11 - anticipated hatch date but egg gone & no chick sighted

14/12/22 egg gone - dog track inside fence

1/2/23  nest flooded & egg gone

Belongil Beach &
 Estuary

2013 2013 1st nest 22-Sep ? ?
Nested in 

POC fenced 
0

2014 2014
1st, 2nd & 
3rd nest

2014 4th nest 9-Dec  ? 2 1/01/2015 1 ? ?

Previous nest have been on west side of creek and in 
the open - this 4th nest is on the east side and nest is 
under a small bush. BBB extended the fence area to 
prevent disturbance by beach walkers.

A pair commenced nesting 6/10/14 - three nestings - 2 nests found abandoned and eggs gone - dogs reported on most visits. Of the second nest 
the two eggs were taken by seagulls - witnessed by BBB members . Note disturbance by beach-goers cause birds to le



2015 2015 1st nest ? 15-Aug 2 23/08/2015 2 1?

2015
2nd and 
maybe 3rd 
nest

? 29-Sep 2 24-Oct 2.00 1?
2nd nest may have been abandoned - so possible the 
chicks sited on the 24th was from a third nesting - one 
chick had a broken leg and probably died 

2017

2 pair nesting at the Belongil - 4xnestings - we think - 2 
x week old chicks observed end of Septemer but nest 
not observed. 1X chick from 2nd nesting and 3rd nest 
abandoned - pair sitting on a 4th nest end of 
November

2018 Nesting history uncertain but possibly 3 nests   at least 2 runners observed but uncertain if fledged
2019
2020

2021 2021/22 3 x nest attempts - 2 sucessful hatchings and third nest destroyed by ex cyclone Seth -
2022 2022/23 4 x nest 

2017

2019

2020

2021

2021
2022 2022/23
2014 Total Fledged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2014 - Pied Oystercatcher = 4
2015
2016
2017 Total Fledged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2017 - Pied Oystercatcher = 0
2018 Total Fledged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2018 -  Pied Oystercatchers = 2 -   BSC = 1 -  Red-capped Plovers ? Uncertain
2019 Total Fledged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2019 - Pied Oystercatchers = 2    BSC = 1   Red-capped Plovers ? Uncerain
2020 Total Fledged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2020 - Pied Oystercatchers = 2 , BSC = 1   Red-capped Plovers ? Uncerain
2021 Total Fedged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2021 - Pied Oystercatchers = 2 , BSC = 1, Red-capped Plovers - 3 but uncertain 
2022 Total Fedged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2022 - Pied Oystercatchers = 3, BSC = 0,  Red-capped Plovers - 2 maybe

Brunswick River 
 

2007 2007 ? ? ? ? ? 2 D5 & D6 Banded  D5&D6 - 30/10/07

2008 2008
? ? ? 10/10/2008 2 2 J6 & J7

First noticed 10/10 but probably 2 wks old - 2 banded 
at last observed  with parents 3/3/09

2009 2009 27/9/09 - on 
nest

? ? ? 2 2 L3 30/10/2009 -banded

Total Fledged Chicks for Belongil Estuary 2015 - Pied Oystercatcher = 2; 
Total Fledged chicks for Belongil Estuary 2016 - Pied Oystercatcher = 4

POC - pair 3

Little Tern-30, Crested Tern-320, Common Terns-80, White-winged Black Tern-1

5 x Red-capped Plover nests -4 x either nests abandoned or eggs disappeared or found smashed - 5th nest 8/12/19 2 eggs laid & hatched 21/12/19. The two 
3 x nests this season - sat on 2nd nest for 70 days - 2 chicks from the 3 nests and neither survived 24hs it seems & harassed by gulls. Elements provided fencing 

Bar-tailed Godwits x 13, Red-necked Stint x2, Black-winged Stilts x 13, Crested Tern 27, Roseate Tern x 1, Gull-billed Tern x 3, Common Tern x 100 

Masked Lapwing x 4, Bar-tailed Godwit x 11, Pacific Golden Plover x 11, Sooty Oystercatcher x 2, Wandering Tattler x 1, Black-winged Stilts x 5, Ruddy Turnstone 
x 1, Red-kneed Dotterel x 1, Eastern Curlew x1

Masked Lapwing x 12, Bar-tailed Godwit x 7 (1x NZ flag Y13573) , Pacific Golden Plover x 12, Black-winged Stilts x 3, Ruddy Turnstone x 3, Double-banded Plover 
x5,  Caspian Tern x 1, Sooty Tern x 2 @Clarkes Beach Common Tern x 35, Crested Tern x 160

 Belon gi l Beach &
 est uary

Curlew Sandpiper-1,Double-banded Plover -2, Bar-tailed Godwits -3, Pacific Golden Plovers -11, Eastern Curlew-1,Whimbrel-1, Bush Stone-curlew -1, Little Corellas-180. 1Dead Osprey

  Other Shorebirds, Terns and Birds of Interest

Max no 
recorded 
over season

Curlew Sandpiper-1,Double-banded Plover -4, Bar-tailed Godwits -20,Pacific Golden Plovers -10,Eastern Curlew-1,Whimbrel-1, Osprey 2 - on nest



2010 2010 18/8/10 on 
nest

? ? ? ? 1 P2 29/10/2010

2011

2011

7/9/11 on 
nest

2 1
not 

flagged

19/12/11 - fully fledged chick recorded with two 
adults on the island. On occasions adult birds 
observed on oyster-drums leaving the chick on the 
island. Date of fledging not known.    9/2/12 two 
adults -assumed fledged chick had flown the nest

2012

2012
15/8/12 - on 

nest
? 2

22/9/12 first 
recorded 
sighting 

2 2
not 

flagged
27/11/12 - 2 chicks had fledged       13/12/12 no chicks 
were observed

2013 2013 ? ? 23/08 2
? 18/9-

chicks about 
week old

2 2
18/11/13 - chick last date recorded with parents on 
land near Brunswick River bridge

2014 2014 ? ? 15/8 ? ? 17/9 ?
 1x chick 

17/9
1

15/8/14 - only 1x POC observed on oyster lease - 
nesting assumed. 21/10/14 - chick fledged - attempt 
to band unsuccessful - last reported sighting 21/10/14

2015 2015 11-12- Aug 2 11-Sep 2
1xchick 
14/9/

1 Not banded

2016 2016 20-Aug 20-Aug 2 25-Sep 2
12/12  - 
2xchicks

2
Not banded - Signs on island - threatened species 
nesting area - kayaks and boats land on island

2017 2017 ?
Approx 
5/9/17

2
first sighted 

25/10/17
1

 
1

one egg found abandoned ( 5-12- 17) Picture sent by 
Byron Cruises and Kayaks showing two chicks suggest 
this egg hatched )

2017 1 1
picture sent 4-1-17 suggests that the pair have fledged 
two chicks - 

2018 25-Aug 23-Aug 2 22-Sep 2
2

up river 9/12/18 2 chicks + adults on oyster lease near 
the island

2019 17-Aug 2 12-Sep 2
2

22/10/19 - last observed 2 adults & two chicks - 
considered fledged 

2020 2020 17-Sep 17-Sep 2 0
Thought to be on nest 23/8/20 - month of high tide & 
wind + boat bow wave 

Statten Island, Flea Island or Ferry Reserve 

Note - For the breeding season 2012 - three nesting pair of POCs in the Brunswick River nested end of August & hatched 6 chicks. BBB believe that the six 
hatched chicks successfully fledged, however there is some doubt that one of the chicks from Reading Island fledged. All six were observed away from the 
nest area (fledged) on 23/11/12 but on the 13/12/12 only one fledgling was observed. BBB received a report from a resident of 52 POCs on Brunswick Beach 
at the beginning of December. As only one chick remained on the 16th the others are assumed to have left the area most likely joining the flock, leaving  
one chick behind..

17/10/20 - nest inundated - I egg 
abandoned - other disappeared 

21/10/11 observed I x chick - 
uncertain if there was a 2nd chick 

anticipated to have hatched 
between the 2nd & 8th Oct.



2021 2021 18-Aug 18-Aug 2 17-Sep 2 2
  30/10/21 - @ audults and 2 chick last reported   Nest 
Raised 7/7/21

2022 2022/23 15-Aug 2 15-Sep 1
1 x 

unhatche
d

1
Disturbances by people on island as well as boats and 
kayaks. 28/10/22 – 2 adults and 1 juvenile – assumed 
fledged

POC - pair 4  

2007 2007 ? ? ? ? 2 2 not flagged

2008 2008 ? ? ? ? 2 2
   H1 & 

H2 
  Banded 23/10/08            Last observed 1/12/08

2009 2009 ?
5/9/09 

Sitting on 
? ? 6/9/09 2 2 K8 & K9   19/10/09 - banded

2010 2010 ? ? ? ? 2 2 not flagged

2011 2011
18/9 - on 

nest         
? 18/9/11 2

?   7/10/11 x 
1 chick   

2 2
not 

flagged
29/9/11 3.25pm disturbed from nest x 2 by people  

2012 2012
15/8/12 - on 

nest
? 2

22/9/12 - 
1st recorded 

2 2
not 

flagged
27/11/12 - 2 chicks had fledged       13/12/12 no chicks 
were observed

2013 2013 ? ? 23/8 2 ? 11/9 2 2

11/10 - chicks last seen at nest site. 18/11 observed 4 POC 
(2 adults & 2 chicks ) in mangroves just east of bridge these 
are likely to be these mid-Reading island birds. Chicks not 
seen on survey 9/12/13 - 

2014 2014 ? ? 07/09 1

2015 2015 1st nest 18-Aug 2 0 0
  nest inundated by high tide - eggs 38 days  old - so 
possibly not viable

 2015 2nd nest 17-Oct 2 0 0 Eggs gone after 2 weeks

2016 2016 1st nest 10-Aug 2 10-Sep 1 15-Sept- chick not observedone adult bird tagged D7    Fate of chick not known

2016 2016 2nd nest 15/10/ 2
6/11/2016 

(approx)
2

12/12-
2xchicks

2 S3
one adult bird tagged D7   Chick tagged S3 9/12/16 by 
Greg Clancy. Signs placed on island 27/8/16

2017 2017 1st nest ? 5-Sep 2
first 

sighted25/0
9/2027

1
1/11/17 
alive 

1 0 one egg did not hatch 

2018 2018 29-Aug 2
nest 

abandoned 
0 0

Note nest moved to the east and nearer POC number 
5 - a Sooty OC bonded with this pair all season 

7/9/ 1xpoc on oyster lease ? other on nest. 4/10/14  2 adults on far west end of island. Fate of nest and 
egg not known - a couple of extra pairs of POC observed in the Estuary & fighting was happening between 
them and pair 4 & pair 5. So what is the sign

Reading Island W
est (M

id Island) 2018 m
oved further E



2019 1st nest 22-Aug 2
8/9/19 eggs 

gone 
0 0 No re-nesting

2020 2-Sep 2 0 D7 on nest - did not attempt to nest again

2021 ? ? 0
23/10/21 - one egg found abandoned 25/10/21 - egg 
gone - python near nest 

2022 2022/23 22-Nov ? 0

POC - pair 5

2009
First record of an observation of a breeding pair at this nest site 5/9/2009

2009
5/9/09 
nesting 

behaviour ?

?
19/10/2009 - 
2 x  4-5 day 
old chicks

2 2
not 

flagged

1/10 /09 ? chick + 2adults  observed 4/10  - one adult 
behaving as if nest/chick in area 19/10 – noted chick 3-
4 days old (Bob Moffit)  28/10/09 2 x chicks observed

2010 ? ? 2 2
14/1/11 two chicks observed -on the 16/1/11 one 
chick - assumed both had fledged

2011

23/10 
report from 
fish'man 
that POC 

1 30/10/2011 1 1 P9
9/12/11 yellow tag left leg P9 silver band R leg. 
13/1/12 - one chick and adult observed at east end of 
island flagged leg hidden in rocks

2012
6/9/12 - on 

nest
? 2

22/9/12 first 
recorded 
sighting 

2 2
not 

flagged
27/11/12 - 2 chicks had fledged       13/12/12  only one 
chick observed

2013 2013 ? 27-Aug 2 ? 29/9 2 2
The last observation was the date of tagging. Not 
observed on survey 18/11 or the 9/12 - assumed to 
have fledged 

2014 2014 1st nest ? ? 07/09 ? 0 7/9/14 - observed on nest but nest abandoned 

2014 2nd nest  ? ? 01/10 2 0

21/10/14 - one adult bird found dead and nest 
abandoned. Report by Lorraine from Byron Eco Cruises 
that the bird was sighted on nest the evening of 
20/10/14 also reported that another pair of POC's 
were in area occupying Xmas beach and there had 
been some

2015 2015  1st nest ? 8-Sep 1

Reading Island East End  

16/12/10 - 1st observed 
chick

? 22/09/2015

nest found abandoned 12/9/15

17/9/21 - eggs gone

9/12/22 - no eggs & nest abandoned 

2 nestings - 1st nest 8/9/15 and 2nd nest not located - 
first recorded 1 x chick on 25/10.

25/10/21 -eggs gone



2015 2nd nest ? ? ? ? ?
1 x chick 
25/10

1

2016 2016 1st nest ? 10-Sep 2 15/10/2016
1 + I 

abandon
ed egg

12/12- 
thought 2 
chicks

1
Have recorded ix chick for site - although on 12/12 
thought 2 chics were observed but in light of 
uncertainty only one chick recorded as fledged

2017 2017 1st nest ?
approx 
5/9/17

2
first sighted 

25/10/17
1 1

Unusually 3 eggs - on the 7/9/17 and following a 
storm the previous day - 1 egg in nest and another 4m 

away - on the 9th another egg in nest and the 

2018 2018 1st nest 8/09/2018 2 18/10/2018 1 1

2019 2019 1st nest 30-Aug 2 2-Oct 2 2
Nested on very end of island - fish traps set in vicinity - 
considered fledged 

2020 27-Sep 2 0
something or someone excavated sand hole 10m from 
nest possible disturbance

2021 0
appears to be 2 pair of POc's fighting over nest site - 
R1 & partner and an unflagged pair

2022
1st nest

29-Aug
Nest cool and wet location. Note both nests had shell 
remnants but no chick 

2022 2022/23
2nd nest

12-Oct
Note on 15/10/22 11 POCs on the north wall and 
skirmishes occurring

POC - pair 6 

2013 2013 ? 6-Oct 1 abandoned 0

Nest abandoned for unknown reason  - One bird 
tagged J7 -  this pair are frequently observed at North 
Wall - they appear to move into the BSC enclosure to 
nest

2014 2014 2 S5
Different pair to 2013 - 15/12/14. Only 1 x chick 
flagged - other chick difficult to locate

2015 2015 5-Oct 2 abandoned 0
Long week-end activity likely to have disturbed nesting 
POC's - evidence of dog tracks,campfire and bike tyre 
tracks

2016 2016 1st nest 10-Sep 10-Sep 1 0

2017 +2018 + 2019  0

2020 0

BSC 
enclosure - 
Marshalls 

Creek

no nest activity - a couple of ocassions Poc recorded in enclosure 

2 birds seen in enclosure 8/8/21 - no nesting

2 nesting attempts 22/8/21 & eggs gone 15/9/21 & 7/10/21 & eggs gone 11/10/21

14/10/20 2 eggs found 
abandoned

20/09/2016 - no egg nest 
abandoned

14/9/22 - eggs gone

15/11/22 eggs gone 

Both time remnants of 
shells found in abandoned 

nest

first recorded 1 x chick on 25/10.



2021
0

Nest raised 29/10/21 - a number of human 
disturbances observed during both nesting periods

1st nest 29-Aug
?  13/9/22 - nest abandoned – 

2nd nest 12-Oct 2 16/10/22 - nest abandoned and adults gone 
16/10/22 No chick sighted.( if any) one empty rotton 
egg. Gulls present cleaning up egg yolk & python 5m 
from nest

POC - pair 7 

2013 2013
16/10/22 – Adults gone and nest abandoned

2014 2014

2015 2015

2016 Two adult birds sighted frequently at this site - one tagged R7 - no nesting 
banded/flagged R7 at Manns Beach Corner inlet Vic 
26.6.2005 ABBBS

2017 +2018+2019

2020

2021

2022 2022/23

POC - Other - Non Nesting 

2013 2013

2014 2014

2015 2015

2016 2016

2017 2017

No nesting - Pair present on 8/12/15 - one bird with yellow tag J7 

no nest activity - birds always present on north wall

9/12  Another three POC have been observed in the Brunswick River - a pair with one bird tagged P2 was observed on both Xmas beach and the 
Spar wall near the oyster lease and a single bird was observed on Xmas beach

A total of five pair of Poc's recorded during 2015 in the Brunswick River as above  -   no extra pair

2 x nesting attempts -1st 22/8/21-17/9/21 - nest abandoned - one egg 
broken - 2nd 16/10/21 - 4/11/21 - eggs had gone 

North Wall

Considering that 8 birds were seen nesting - no more then 8 POC observed on a bi-annual count

1 to 2 birds seen on the wall no nesting 

Without more requent visits -unsure of number of pairs counted in the Estuary during breeding season - on day of state-wide count 5 pairs ( four a 
nesting pair ) were observed in the estuary and another pair was counted further north along the beach  maki

Pair present - flags not recorded

Pair present - one bird with yellow tag J7 - this pair which unsuccessfully nested in the BSC enclosure last 
year has been on the beach both side of north wall each visit during 2014

up to 11 POCs seen on the north wall but nesting 

Xmas Beach 
& Spar 

Wall, New 
Brighton 
Wooyung 

No nesting activity

? No nesting 

2022 2022/23



2020

2021

2022 2022/23

Beach Stone Curlew  

2009
2009

2010
2010

? 8/11/2010 1 ? ? 1
A1  

10/2/11
Success due to high level of wardening and fencing by 
BBB. Report of A1 being at Hastings point 

2011
2011 19/9/11assu

med laid 
eggs 

1 15/10/2011 1 1
A3 

9/12/11

 9/12/11 yellow tag left leg A3 - A3 was found dead leg 
caught on fishing line which tangled on Mangrove root  
- assumed bird starved or drowned 

2012

2012 1st nest 

1st nest 1

27/09/2012

1 0
A7  

29/11/12

Chick banded A7 disappeared from enclosure within 
days of banding assumed dead - remains were never 
located  - assumed dead - cause of death remains  
unknown

2012
2012 2nd nest 

2nd nest
?

13/01/2013 1 nest 
destroyed 
28/1/13 0 0

_
nest destroyed 28/1/13 due to storm surge from ex-
cyclone Oswald

2013 2013 ? 26-30/9 1 1-Oct 1 1

17/12 - bird observed but not yet fledged -  as has almost 
reached the fledged date so  for this record the bird has 
been recorded as fledged. Attempted flagging on the  4/12 
& 23rd -  but bird unable to be located or caught. Last seen 
13/8/14 - with pare

2014 2014 19-Sep 1 22-Oct 1 1 C5

Bird tagged C5 15/12/14 - n seen frquently at Belongil 
Estuary from about May 2015. End of June 2018 C5 seen 
on Morten Island south of Tangalooma Resort by Steve 
McBride

2015 2015 25-Aug 1 26-Sep 1 1 Sept 2015 nest raised in antipication of  1.73m tide

2016 2016 24-Sep 1 26-Oct 1 1 C9
Bird tagged 7/12/16 by Greg Clancy - site frequently 
monitored during breeding season  eg 21 recorded 
visits between nest and fledged dates

17/4/09 a single beach stone-curlew was recorded in Marshalls Creek. Then  two birds were recorded on the 18/9/09. NPWS established area 
as a BSC nesting site - fencing, signage and fox baiting etc was implemented the birds were well established by 4/10/10

21/9 - has been sitting on 
ground for the past 3 

days-

egg found 23/9/12 
amidst rubbish following 
a teenagers party in 
enclosure

M
arshalls Creek  - Enclosure

2017 +2018 + 2019

Wooyung 
Beaches 

Non-nesting POC & Beach Stone-curlew were seen along Byron coastline at Tyagarah Beach, New Brighton Beach, Simpson Creek, Marshall Creek, Wooyung 
Beach and Brunswick North wall. Also both species observed Suffolk Park at Tallow Creek and Taylor Lake outlets.

2 X PO seen in Simpsons creek on a scrape -  no further signs of nesting - birds also seen on Wooyung 
beach and Billinudgel Beach no sign of nests

on several ocassions 2-3 birds observed on Sth Golden Beach - feeding and roosting

no nesting 



1st nest 5-Sep 1 8-Oct 1

chick not 
observed 
after the 

0 0

2nd nest 23-Sep 1
eggs 

disappeared 
within two 

0

2018 3rd nest 13-Jan 31.1.18 1 0
23/1/18 Nest successfully raised due to high tides -   
7/2/18 - chick gone - dogs & people in enclosure 

2018 4th nest 8-Mar 1 7-Apr 1 1 0 11/6/18 -last time chick observed - assumed fledged

2018 2018 ? 29/8/18 1 28/30-9-18 1
16/1/19 - 
fledged 

1 0 still observed with parents - 2/6/19

2019 1st nest 8-Sep 1 9-Oct 1 1
16/1/20 all 3 birds in mangroves north of nest site & 
last seen 25/1/ (109 days old) Considered Fledged 

2020

No nesting 
Attempt -     
27/12/20 a 
smaller third 

15/7/20 - I x bird dead likely to be 2019 fledgling 
found by Emma/Reid in pen - people ( inside) & dog 
outside fence 2 days later

2021
Mating 
activity seen 

Nest - Mound 2 raised 29/10/21

2022 2022/23 1st nest 28-Sep

2022 2022/23 31-Jan 1
16/2/23 - 
egg taken by 
a fox

POC Pair 8

2016 2016
16/10/16 - Norm Graham - Ranger from Arakwal 
reported an abandoned nest on Tyagarah Beach

2017 2017
2 x Poc's seen along the beach - 5/9/17 & 15/9/17 3 
xpocs - including tagged bird S5

2018 2018 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 2 0 Reported by Norm - no nesting details available

2019 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Pair seen foraging on occasions but no nesting

2020

2021 No reports f nesting 2021,2022

Tallow Beach & Estuary 

Following the disappearance of the chick the pair 
nested again on the ? 22/10/17 - the eggs were gone 
two days later - evidence of goanna presence and a 

tent had been erected in the enclosure on the 24/10. 
NPWS removed the tent

2017

2017/18 
nesting 
season

Beach 1.5 Km north of 
Grays Lane 

Tyagrah Beach 

 no eggs laid   9/8/22 - nest raised. • 7/9/22- 4th unflagged BSC at 
Brunswick wall. Disturbances include canoeist with dog, 
kids footprints inside fenced area, fishermen inside fenced 
area. 5/2/23 NPs install camera.17/4/23 Bush Stone-curlew 
in enclosed area for a week.



2017 2017
Reports of BSC , Sooty Oystercatchers and Pied 
Oystercatchers on Tallow Beach - incuding a report of 8 
birds by Dailan Pugh 28/8/17

2018
installed new core flute sign at end of Beachcomber 
Drive (Eshana)

2019
Reports of POC present & 1 Beach Stone-curlew no 
details

2020

2021

  Other Shorebirds or tens 

2017

2019

2020

2021

2022

2017 South Golded Beach 
Beach Stone-curlew seen at night on South Golden 
Beach Poc also feed alohe beach

Annual Summary record

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014 Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2014 - Pied Oystercatcher = 3      Beach Stone-curlew = 1

2015 Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2015 - Pied Oystercatcher = 2     Beach Stone-curlew = 1

2016 Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2016 - Pied Oystercatcher = 5    Beach Stone-curlew = 1

2017 Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2017 - Pied Oystercatcher = 4     Beach Stone-curlew = 1

2018 Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2018 - Pied Oystercatcher = 3    Beach Stone-curlew = 1 

Max no 
recorded 
over season

5 x Grey-tailed Tattler, 23 x Whimbrel, 7 x Pacific Golden Plover, 3 x Eastern Curlew, 7 x Bar-tailed Godwit, 2 x Black-fronted Dotteril ( Saltmarsh) 1 x Little Tern, 
2 x Sooty Oystercatchers, 5 x B-W Stilts, 3 x Great Knot,            4 x Ruddy Turnstone, 1 x Wandering Tattler, 75 x Crested Tern, 2 x Gull-billed Tern, 6 x Common 

23/1/20 - Common Tern 211, Crested Tern 290 

3 x Latham Snipe recorded at the Old STP Suffolk Park 

3 x Grey-tailed Tattler, 9 x Whimbre, 2 x Pacific Golden Plover, 3 x Eastern Curlew, 5 x Bar-tailed Godwit, 1x Black-fronted Dotteril ( Saltmarsh) 1 x Little Tern, 2 x 
Sooty Oystercatchers

All of Byron Shire

0ne 
sometimes 
2 pair 
present on 
the beach - 
no nesting 

Tallow
 Beach 



2018 Total Fledged Chicks for Tyararah Beach  2018 - Pied Oystercatcher = 2   Beach Stone-curlew = 0

2019 Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2019 - Pied Oystercatcher = 4   Beach Stone-curlew = 1 

2020 Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2020 - Pied Oystercatcher = 0  Beach Stone-curlew = 0 1 X third bird in enclosure unexplained origin 

2021 Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2021 - Pied Oystercatcher = 2  Beach Stone-curlew = 0 1 X third bird in enclosure unexplained origin 

2022
Total Fledged Chicks for Brunswick River 2022 - Pied Oystercatcher = 1   Beach Stone-curlew = 0 1 X third bird in enclosure SINCE 27/12/20 

unexplained origin - still present 5/6/23


