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You can help protect the birds of the

Belongil estuary by:

* Not walking within or close to the
fenced area.

Not disturbing resting birds.

For dog owners: dogs chase birds.
Please keep dogs away from the
Estuary. This is critical to the

hird's safety.

Learn more about the birds at
Belongil Estuary. Contact BBB or the
MNational Parks & Wildlife Service.

Grab some binpculars and observe
the different birds at the estuary
from a respectful distance.

Estuaries and the lands surrounding them are
places of transition - where water from the
land meets and mixes with the apen sea.

Estuaries are neither marine nor terrestrial
environments. They are generally found in the
lower reaches of rivers, and may be large
systems like the well known Coorang in South
Australia or small like the Belongil Estuary in
Byron Bay.

The health of an estuary is dependent an
being linked to both the land and the sea
The warm, generally shallow waters of
estuaries receive nutrients from the land
and the sea, which makes them very
productive biologically.

The Belongil Estuary is an important feeding
ground for the Pied Oystercatcher and
Red-capped Plover chicks that feed on the
nutrient-rich invertebrates

Birds generally feed on the sand and mud flats
at low tide and rest at the estuary mouth on
the high tide

Comservation efforts at the Belongil Estuary
are aimed at protecting both migratory
and residential shorebirds including the
threatened Little Tern, who it is hoped will
once again breed at this location
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Faor further information an the birds of the
Belongil Estuary contact

NPWS on 6680 9162 or email
birdbuddygroup@yahoo.com.au
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From September to April each year, species of birds
from the Northern Hemisphere visit the Belongil for
short periods to rest or to breed. Some will stay for
summer. Other birds live there all year round. Some
may be in breeding colours making them easy to
identify such as the Little Tern below with a yellow
beak and legs (normally these are black)
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Nature uses camouflage to maximise the survival
chances of eggs and chicks against natural predators
The addition of human activity and introduced
predators to the eguation means the odds are then
against a successful breeding season for these birds.

For walkers in a nesting
area it is very difficult to
identify the heavily
camouflaged Little Tern
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eggs from beach stones.

It"s almost impossible to
spot a newhy-hatched
Litthe Tern chick
(opposite) from a
A4-Wheel drive, bicycle
or motorbike seat

Dags chase birds
and represent the
biggest threat to
the survival of the
nesting and
resting shorebirds,

Dogs are prohibited at the Belongil Estuary, which
forms part of the Cape Byron Marine Park

Fenced areas are for the protection of the birds. If
disturbed, the birds may not breed at all that year or
return to the area again.,




