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Preamble 

Byron Bird Buddies (BBB) is a small, self-funded community education and conservation group focusing on 

the preservation of habitat for resident and migratory shorebird roosting, breeding and feeding areas. 

BBB’s objective is to actively advocate for the conservation of shorebird habitat and to educate the 

community on the needs of all birds on the north coast of NSW.  

 

In summary, in 2012/3 BBB conducted 36 monitoring events, presented 17 public presentations to 

various organisations and forums, attended 19 meetings regarding avian issues, submitted 4 submissions 

on the affects of development on bird habitat, wrote a number of articles for our website and 

newspapers, participated in clean up events, coordinated an annual community field day, attended one 

conference and participated in numerous local and regional agency meetings. In addition the group 

develop a range of resources for release into primary schools including the finalisation of two 64 page 

resource books for students, bookmarks, posters and three audio/visual bird identification programs to 

be used as a resource for teachers participating in the Wild About Birds program.   

BBB also maintains an up-to-date website at www.byronbirdbuddies.com.au.   

 BBB is an umbrella group of Brunswick Valley Landcare. 

 

Conservation 

By working with a range of agencies and organisations, BBB aims to achieve a broader and more consistent range of 

conservation outcomes for shorebirds, waterbirds and bushbirds across the north coast. During the past 12 months 

BBB has worked extensively with the following groups:   

 Tweed Bird Observers: BBB has assisted Tweed Bird Observers to develop information brochures for the 

Tweed Shire to enable the group to promote bird habitat areas of significance on the coast. Assistance with 

http://www.byronbirdbuddies.com.au/
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this task allows the development of consistent information up and down the coast. Messages to the wider 

community are kept simple and uniform across the region. 

 Birds Australia: undertake the 2020 bird monitoring, information which is then uploaded into the national 

shorebird database, providing vital information for decision makers.  

 Belongil Shorebird Stakeholder Group – a platform for driving the Belongil Estuary Seabird and Shorebird 

Management Plan and consisting of Byron Council, MPA, NPWS.  

 Regional Shorebird Committee – a platform for a consistent management of shorebirds, their habitat and 

threats in the Northern Rivers Area from Clarence River north to the Tweed River. The committee is chaired 

by National Parks and Wildlife Service and consist of community groups, councils and NP rangers within the 

Northern Rivers National Parks and Wildlife Service, Byron Council, Ballina Council, Marine Parks Authority: 

on the on-going protection and  monitoring of shorebird breeding areas at the Ballina estuary, Flat Rock, 

Tallow’s Beach,  Belongil estuary, Tyagarah and Marshall’s Creek/Brunswick River estuary. In late 2012 the 

Committee produced a Draft Regional Plan of Management for Shorebirds along the coast. BBB continues to 

promote a program of consistent signage on shorebird breeding and feeding areas on public land and in 

national parks stretching from the Clarence in the south to the Tweed in the north. 

 National Parks and Wildlife Service (Tweed Area): providing consistent signage and providing NPWS with 

funds to fence areas of significance to shorebirds for example the Beach-stone Curlew breeding area on 

Marshall’s Creek. 

 National Parks and Wildlife Service (Byron Area): providing educational resources and collaborating on the 

development of Indigenous bird resources. 

 Byron Eco Tours: BBB has partnered with this small business run by an environmental scientist to undertake 

bird monitoring along the Brunswick River as part of their daily tours. BBB developed a specific monitoring 

sheet for the collection of data and this is then amalgamated with our own monitoring data.  

 Indigenous participation: BBB collaborates with and seeks the endorsement of the Arakwal people and the 

wider Bunjalung nation in the development of resources and in the delivery of educational services ‘on 

country’. The Arakwal community of Byron Bay were contributors to the development of the Indigenous 

stories in the Wild About Birds student book and are co-presenters in the Wild About Birds programs. 

 

Submissions: once again BBB tabled submissions on impacts of planning decisions on bird habitat. 

 Byron Shire Council re: shorebird habitat at Brunswick Heads. 

 Byron Shire Council re: LEP 

 Department of Planning re: coordinated submission re Woolgoolga to Ballina Pacific Highway Upgrade 

Environmental Impact Statement. 

 New Planning System for NSW - White Paper (April 2013) and Planning Bills 

Representation on Committees: 

BBB members Jan Olley and Isabel Borrelli continue to sit on a variety of boards and committees consistent with 

raising the profile of habitat and sustainability needs across the region and in developing consistent strategies:  

 Regional shorebird management committee 

 Byron Coast NPWS Committee of Management  

 Gondwana Rainforest World Heritage Community Advisory Committee 

 National Parks of NSW – Northern Rivers Region Community Advisory Committee (Jan Olley as Chair) 

 Ballina 2020 Shorebird Monitoring Group 

 BSC Koala Plan of Management Project Reference Group 
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Keeping bird habitat free from garbage is an important part of conservation. 

Bird Monitoring 

BBB continues to undertake paid and voluntary monitoring and reporting activities on behalf of organisations.  

 Byron Shire Council –West Byron Wetlands and Vallance’s Road STP. 

 Wetland Care Australia – Brunswick Heads Saltmarsh. 

 Birdlife Australia Shorebird 2020 volunteer monthly counts for shorebirds in five different locations.   

 

Byron Eco Tours: BBB has also partnered with this small business run by an environmental scientist to undertake 

bird monitoring along the Brunswick River as part of their daily tours. BBB developed a specific monitoring sheet 

for the collection of data and this is then amalgamated with our own monitoring data.  

 

Providing critical information on bird numbers and habitat use and condition for use both within the region and 

by avian peak bodies. BBB also undertakes non-paid monitoring activities where information is collated and 

reported to Birds Australia as part of an Australia-wide ATLASSing program.  BBB also conducts free guided bird 

monitoring walks where participants learn how to monitor and classify birds.         

 

BBB funded the 2012 banding of threatened shorebirds on the far north coast. 
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Community education 

BBB continues to be committed to an on-going community education program which seeks to educate the wider 

community on the beautiful birds which inhabit the northern rivers region as well as engaging people in conservation 

activities either in their own backyards or beyond. Although BBB is a very small group of passionate volunteers, each 

year a comprehensive community education strategy is developed which can be achieved within our limited 

resources and mostly with little or no funding.  

Website:  BBB continues to promote a range of environmental events and talks on our website. Following the heavy 

seas and storms during the first half of 2013, BBB wrote articles on the impacts of the wild weather for our website 

entitled Stormbirds. The website also has a comprehensive and interesting range of bird facts, stories and video, all 

designed to extend the reader’s knowledge on birds and habitat impacts both locally and internationally. An example 

is Jan Olley’s compilation of bird stories from the wild weather events associated with Tropical Cyclone Oswald in 

January this year. 

Guided bird walks and Public Talks:  BBB has led over 100hours of free guided bird walks and talks during 

2012/13. This provides an opportunity to promote biodiversity and conservation values for all fauna. The following is 

a sample of these: 

 BSC Biodiversity  & Sustainability Workshop "Birds in Backyards 

 Wollongbar TAFE  

 U3A Brunswick 

 Byron Herb farm  20th Anniversary celebrations 

 Ballina Girl Guides 

 Uki Garden Club 

 Envite HCV Coastal Corridor Enhancement 

 Hosted : My year at the Broome Observatory – Kath Southwall 

 Hosted: Drinks and Nibblies West Byron Wetlands Bird Walk and Presentation x2 

 Hosted: Wild About Birds Field Day held on 21st  October 2012. 

 Big Scrub Rainforest Day talk 

 
Hosting a guided walk at the Belongil Estuary 
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Guide talks and walks on the Brunswick River and at the Wetlands 

 

Educational Resources:   

In July 2012 Byron Bird Buddies was awarded a grant from the Federal Government’s Caring for Our Country 

program to develop a range of resources to support the education program which BBB had piloted in 2011.  Much of 

the efforts of the group during the past year have been spent on the development of these resources which include 

the following:  

 A 64 page student workbook for the Byron to Clarence areas. 

 A 64 page student workbook for the Tweed area. 

 A poster on bushbirds of our area. 

 A bookmark on Wild Wetlands for distribution through the Richmond to Tweed public library system. 

 A teacher’s resource kit consisting of the above and three (3) audio visual presentations on shorebirds, 

waterbirds and bush birds of the North Coast.  

 

BBB will be commencing the implementation of a free six part series of workshops with primary schools in the 

Tweed, Byron and Ballina shires in October. All participants are provided with a workbook and teachers are provided 

with additional resources including the audio visual presentations provided on a USB.  
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Signage: Each year, BBB prepares a signage strategy to ensure that adequate information is provided in key bird 

breeding and feeding areas which are also high human impact areas during the migratory shorebird season.  

Community Bird Field Day:  Designed to coincide with the commencement of the migratory shorebird season, 

BBB holds a free bird field day (with limited resources and no funding) for the whole community each 1-2 years at 

the West Byron Wetlands. Held on Sunday 21st October and 50 people attended the event designed to promote the 

wetlands and the adjacent estuary and the birds who feed and breed there. BBB thanks Byron Shire Council 

Wetlands staff, Nigel Stewart (ranger, Byron Area NPWS), Brunswick Valley Landcare and Wetlandcare Australia for 

their support for this event. 

    

L. 2012 BBB field day during a presentation by scientist Jann Gilbert on the impact of plastics on seabirds. R. the wetlands on the field day. 

Success  

‘Twins’ born 2nd September 2013 at the Belongil Estuary 

 


