Dogs love going to the beach, How can you help protect DO S and Leashes
but they can disturb and kill beach-nesting birds? g

endanger ed shorebirds. Familiarise yourself with the current regulations B lr d' S and B e aCh e S

for dogs on beaches in your local area. In many
areas dogs are prohibited or must be on leashes.
If there are no signs at beach access points,
contact your local council to find out where you
are allowed to exercise dogs on the beach.

¢ Keep your dog out of national parks, nature
reserves and other areas where dogs are prohibited.

Use a leash on beaches where leashes
are compulsory.

If you are walking your dog along the beach, keep
near the waters edge — this poses less risk to
nesting birds and turtles which nest above the high-
tide mark.

In spring and summer, if you see Pied
Oystercatchers, Little Terns or Beach Stone-curlews
on the beach, keep well away because they are
likely to have a nest nearby and are sensitive to
disturbance from you and your dog.
Please ... keep your dogs well away
from shorebirds.
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Because beach-nesting birds have such poor breeding success, their
numbers are declining. If, over time, too many birds fail to produce youn Nests of beach-nesting birds W d d /.‘.
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their species becomes faced with the threat of extinction. ————

They are in desperate Ve,
need of a helping hand

Small changes in your behaviour can have a huge positive impact on their survival.

g, the Pied Oystercatcher chicks will need to take to their
feet and find food for themselves.

The parent birds will leave
the nest to keep it hidden
and will not return until that
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What are the threats facing
beach-nesting birds?

on which to breed and raise their young, so the
chicks struggle to survive and their numbers are
declining. They are fearful of us and are highly

sensitive to dogs. If you own a dog, you can help

recover these birds from the brink of extinction.



